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BOX 


So'wling-Green. n. f [from bcml and green.] A 
of ground, kept finooth for bowlers. 

bowl equally polled, and thrown upon a plain baucling- 
, will run ncceflarily in a direct: line. 


level piece 

juhu. Kepi uiiuoin ior oowiers. 

A 

green, will run ncceflarily in a dircCt line.’ .. 

Bo'wman. 11. f. [from bow and man.] An archer; he that {hoots 
with a bow. 

The whole city (hall flee, for the noife of the horfemen and 
bowmen. Jerem. iv. 29. 

Ec w ipRa 1 . 71, J. [from the Low of the fiiip.J This word is ge- 
nerally fpelt boltj p> it ; which fee. 

f o Bo wssen. v. a. [probably of the fame original with bcufe , 
but found in no other pafiage.] To drench ; to foak. 

1 he water fell into a clofe walled plot ; upon this wall was 
:he frantick pcifon fet, and from thence tumbled headlong in- 
to the pond ; where a ftrong fellow tolled him up and down, 
until the patient, by foregoing his ftrength, hadfomewhat for- 
got his fury : but if there appeared Ana'll amendment, he was 
bou/JJencd again and again, while there remained in him any 

( hope of life, for recovery. Carew’s Survey of Carnival. 

Ijo w string. 71, f. [ from bow and Jirtng , J The firing by which 
the bow is kept bent. 

He hath twice or thrice cut Cupid’s bnvftring , and the little 
.langman dare not (hoot at him. Sbakefp. Much ado about Noth. 

Sound will be conveyed to the car, by ftriking upon a bow- 
Jlrhig, it the horn of the bow be held to the ear. Bacon. 

Bo'wyer. n.f. [from bow.] 

r . An archer ; one that ufes the l>ow. 

Call for vengeance from the bewyer king. Drydcn. 

2. One whofe trade is to make bows. 

BOX. 11. J. [box, Saxon ; btixus , Lat.] A tree. 

T he characters are; The leaves are pennated,and evergreen; 
it hath male flowers, that are produced at remote diltances 
from the fruit, on the fame tree ; the fruit is fliaped like a por- 
ridge-pot inverted, and is divided into three cells, containing 
two feeds in each, which, when ripe, are call forth by the ela- 
sticity of the vcficls. The fpecies are ; 1 . Tire box-tree. 2. 
1 he narrow-leaved box-tree. 3. Striped box. 4. The golden 
edged box-tree. 5. The dwarf box. 6. The dwarf ftriped box . 
7. I he lilver edged box. On Boxhill, near Darking in Sur- 
rey, were formerly many large trees of this kind ; but, of late 
years, their number is pretty much dccreafed ; yet fome re- 
main of a conftderable bignefs. The wood is very ufeful for 
engravers and mathematical inftrument-makers; being fo hard, 
dole, and ponderous, as to link in water. Millar. 

Box , there arc two forts of it ; the dwarf box , and a taller fort, 
that grows to a conftderable height. The dwarf box is very 
good for borders, and is eaftly kept in order, with one clipping 
in the year. It will increafc of flips fet in March, or about 
Bartholomew-tidc, and may be raifed of layers and fuckers, and 
will profper on the declivity of cold, dry, barren, chalky hills, 
where nothing elfe will grow. Mortimer. 

Box. n.f. [box. Sax. bitjle, Germ.] 

i . A cafe made of wood, or other matter, to hold any thing. It 
is dillinguilhed from chejl, as the lefs from the greater. It is 
fuppofed to have its name from the box wood. 

A perfeCl magnet, though but in an ivory box , will, through 
the box, fend forth his embracing virtue to a beloved needle. 

Sidney , b. ii. 

About hislhelvcs 

A beggarly account of empty boxes. Sbakefp. Rom. and Jut. 

This head is to open a molt wide voracious mouth, which 
fhall take in letters and papers. There will be under it a box, 
of which the key will be kept in mycuftody, to receive fuch 
papers as are dropped into it. Addifon. Guard. N- 98. 

This cafket India’s glowing gems unlocks. 

And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. Pope. 

1 . The cafe of the mariners compafs. 

3. The chert into which money given is put. 

So many more, fo every one was ufed, 

'That to give largely to the box refufed. Spcnfer. 

4. The feats in the playhoufc, where the ladies arc placed. 

’Tis left to you, the boxes and the pit 

Are fovereign judges of this fort of wit. Drydcn. 

She glares in balls, front boxes, and the ring, 

A vain, unquiet, glittering, wretched thing. Pope. 

To Box. v. a. [from tire noun.] To inclofe in a box. 

Box'd in a chair, the beau impatient fits. 

While fpouts run clatt’ring o’er the roof by fits. Swift. 

BOX. n.f [bock, a check, Welch.] A blow on the head given 
with the hand. 

For the box o’ th’ ear that the prince gave you, he gave it 
like a rude prince. Sbakejp. Henry IV. 

If one fhould take my hand perforce, and give another a box 
on the ear with it, the law punifheth the other. 

Bramball againji Hobbes. 

There may happen concuflioiis of the brain from a box on the 
car. JVif email's Surgery. 

Olphis, the fiflierman, received is. box on the car from iheif- 
tylis. Addi.on. Spectator, N' 233* 

To Box. v. n. [from the noun.] To fight with the firt. 

The afs very fairly looked on, till they had boxed thcmfclvcs 
a- weary, and then left them fairly in the lurch. L EJlrange. 


BRA 

d 1 Mi Bkc 21 “* he *- his *«m. « .«, 

The fighting with a man’s Shadow confifts in brandifW 
two flicks, loadcn with plugs of lead; this gives a man ^ 
the pleafure of boxing, without the blows. SuElat. N 
. ^hath had fix duels, and four and twenty boxing matchi* 
in defence of his majefty’s title. Spectator N * 

To Box. v.a. To Strike with the lift. * ’ N 6 * 9 * 
Bo'xen. adj. [from box. J 

1 . Made of box. 

The young gentlemen learned, before all other things, to dc- 
fign Upon tablets of boxen wood. Drydcn’ s D-if,-r».~ 

As lads and lafles flood around, 

To hear my boxen hautboy found. Gay’s Put} oral’ 

2. .Refembling box. J ' 

Her faded cheeks are chang’d to boxen hue, 

; And in her eyes the tears are ever new. Drydcn, 

Bo'xer. n.f [from box.] A man who fights with his fift. 
BOY. n.f. [bub. Germ, the etymology is not agreed on.] 

1 . A male child ; not a girl. 

2. One in the ftate of adolefcence ; older than an infant, yetnot 
arrived at pubfrty or manhood. 

Speak thou, boy ; 

Perhaps thy childifhnels will move him more 

Than can our reafons. Sbakefp. Coriolanus. 

Sometimes forgotten things, long cart behind, 

Rufli forward in the brain, and come to mind: 

The nurfe’s legends arc for truths receiv’d, 

And the man dreams but what the boy believ’d. Drydcn, 

3. A word of contempt for young men, as noting their imma- 
turity. 

Men of worth and parts will not cafily admit the familiarity 
of boys , who yet need the care of a tutor. Locks, 

The pale boy fenator yet tingling ftands, 

And holds his breeches clofe with both his hands. Pope. 
To Boy. v.n. [from the noun.] To a£t apifhly, or like a boy, 

Anthony 

Shall be brought drunken forth, and I fhall fee 
Some fqueaking Cleopatra boy my greatnefs, 

I’ til’ pofturc of a whore. Sbakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 
Bo'yhood. n.f. [from boy.] The ftate of a boy; the part of 
life in which we are boys. 

If you fhould look at him, in his boyhood, through the magni- 
fying end of a perfpe&ive, and, in his manhood, through the 
other, it would be impoflible to fpy any difference ; the fame 
air, the fame ftrut. Swift. 

Bo'y ish. adj. [from boy.] 

J . Belonging to a boy. 

I ran it through, e’en from my boyijh days, 

To th’ very moment that he bade me tell it. Sbakefp. Othello, 
2 . Chiidifh ; trifling. 

This unheard faucinefs, and boyijh troops. 

The king doth fmile at, and is well prepar’d 
To whip this dwarfifh war, thefe pigmy arms. Sb. K. John. 
Young men take up fome Englifli poet for their model, and 
imitate him, without knowing wherein he is defective, where 
he is boyijh and trifling. Drydcn, 

B:i'yishi.y. adv. [from loyift).] Childifhly; triflingly. 
Bo'yishness. n.f. [from boyijh.] Childifhnefs ; trivialnefs. 
Bo'yism. n.f. [from boy.] Puerility; childifhnefs. 

He had complained he was farther off, by being fo near, and 
a thoufand fuch boyifms , which Chaucer rejected as below the 
fubjeft. Dryden's Fab. Preface. 

Bp. An abbreviation of bifliop. 

BR.A/BBLE. n.f. [brabbelcn, Dutch.] A clamorous conteft ; a 
fquabblc; a broil. 

Here in die ftrcets, defperate in Aiame and ftate, 

I11 private brabble did we apprehend him. Sbakefp. T. Night. 
To Bra'bble. v. n. [from the noun.] To clamour; to con- 
teft noifily. 

Bra'bbler. n.f. [from brabble.] A clamorous, quarrelfbme, 
noify fellow. 

To BRACE, v. a. [embrajfer, Fr. ] 

1. To bind; to tie clofe with bandages. 

The women of China, by bracing and binding them from 
their infancy, have very little feet. Locke. 

2 . To intend; tomaketenfe; to ftrain up. 

The tympanum is not capable of tenfion that way, in fuch 
a manner as a drum is braced. Holder's Elements of Speeds. 

The diminution of the force of the preflurcof the external 
air, in bracing the fibres, mult create a debility in mtifcular 
motion. Arbuthnot on Air. 

Brace, n.f. [from the verb.] 
j. Cin&ure; bandage. 

2. That which holds any thing tight. _ . 

The little bone; of the car-dr. im do the fame office in fri ain- 
ing and relaxing it, as the braces of the war drum do intnat. 

° Derbanis Pbyf.cc-TheclcgJ. 

3. Brace, [in architecture.] Is a piece of timber framed in 

with bevil joints, ufed to keep the building from fwerving cl 
therway. Builder's If. 

4. Braces, [a fea term.] Ropes belonging to all the yards, c 



block is 
reeved. 


1. 


2 . 


B R A 

ceit the :nizca. They hare a pendant feiaed to the 
‘ rn each vard; and, at the end of the pendant, a 

tWJ U '~ feized, through which the rope called the brace is 
The braces ferve to fquare and traverfe the yards^ 

5 . Braces of a coach. Thick ftraps of leather on which it 
hangs. 

- BrTce. [in printing.] A crooked line mclofing a paflage, 
'"which ought to be taken together, and not feparately ; as 111 a 

Charge Venus to command her foil. 

Wherever elfe fhe lets him rove, J 

To fhun my houfc, and field, and grove ; ( . 

Peace cannot dwell with hate or lo\ e. J r f • 

g Warlike preparation ; from bracing the armour; as we fay, 

Ai ded for the battle. , , . 

As it more concerns the Turk than Rhodes, 

So may he with more facile queftion bear it ; 

For that it ftands not in fuch warlike brace , 

But altogether lacks th’ abilities 

That Rhodes is drefs’d in. Sbakefp. Othello. 

q Tenfion; tightnefs. • , , - , . 

The moft frequent caufc of deafnefs is the laxnefs of the 
tympanum, when it has loft its brace or tenfion. Holder. 

Brace, n.f. [of uncertain etymology.] . , . , 

A pair ; a couple. It is not braces, but brace, in the plural. 
Down from a hill the hearts that reign in woods, 

Firft hunter then, purfu’d a gentle trace, . 

Goodlieft of all the foreft, hart and hind. Par. Lojl , b. xi. 

Ten brace and more of greyhounds, fnowy fair. 

And tall as ftags, ran loofe, and cours’d around his chair. 

Dryden's Fables. 

It is ufed generally in convcrfation as a fportfman’s word. 

He is faid, this fummer, to have (hot with his own hands 
fifty brace of pheafants. Addifon. Freeholder , N° 36. 

3. It is applied to men in contempt. 

But you, my brace of lords, were I fo minded, 

I here could pluck his highnefs’ frown upon you. Sb. Tcmpcjl. 
Bra'celet. n.f. [bracelet, Fr.] 

1. An ornament for the arms. 

Both his hands were cut off, being known to have worn 
bracelets of gold about his wrifts. Sir J. Hayward. 

Tie about our tawny wrifts 

Bracelets of the fairy twifts. Ben. Johnfon's Fairy Prince. 
A very ingenious lady ufed to wear, in rings and bracelets , 
{lore of thofe gems. Boyle. 

2. A piece of defenfive armour for the arm. 

Bra'cer. n f. [from brace.] A cincture ; a bandage. 

When they afFedt the belly, they may be reftrained by a 
bracer, without much trouble. IVifman's Surgery. 

Brach. n.f. [braque,¥t.] A bitch hound. 

Truth’s a dog muft to kennel ; he muft be whipped out, 
when the lady brach may ftand by the fire, and ftink. Sbakefp. 
Bra'chial. adj. [from brachium , an arm, Lat.] Belonging to 
die arm. 

Brach y'craphy. n. f. [i^'f, ftiort, and y$dp x, to write.] 
The art or practice of writing in a lliort compafs. 

All the certainty of diofe high pretenders, bating what they 
havf of the firft principles, and the word of God, may be cir- 
cunifcribed by as fmall a circle as the creed, when braebygrapby 
had confined it within the compafs of a penny. Glanvillc. 
Brack, n.f. [from break.] A breach; a broken part. 

The place was but weak, and the bracks fair ; but the defen- 
dants, by refolution, fupplied all the defedls. Hayward. 

Let them compare my work with what is taught in the 
fchools, and if diey find in theirs many bracks and fhort ends, 
which cannot be fpun into an even piece, and, in mine, a fair 
coherence throughout, I fhall promife myfelf an acquiefcence. 

Digby On the Soul,. Dedicat. 
Bra'cket. n.f. A piece of wood fixed for the fupport of fome- 
thing. 

Let your {helves be laid upon brackets, being about two feet 
wide, and edged witli a fmall lath. Mortimer. 

BRA'CKJSH. adj. [brack, Dutch.] Salt; fomewhat fait : it is 
ufed particularly of the water of the fea. 

1 its upon the fea fhore turn into frefli water, by percolation 
of the fait through the fand : ‘but it is farther noted, after a time, 
the water in fuch pits will become brackijh again. Bacon. 

When I had gain’d the brow and top, 

A lake of brackifi waters on the ground, 

Was all I founcC 

The wife contriver, on his end intent. 

Mix’d them with fait, and feafoifd all the fea. 

What o titer caufe could this effect produce ? 

The brackijh tinaure through the main diffufe ? 

Brackish ness. n.f. [from brackijh.] Saltnefs. ' 

All the artificial {trainings, hitherto difeovered, leave a brack- 
fmejs m fi,lt water, that makes it unfit for animal ufes. 

PD jn 1. ■ .... Obey ne’s Pi 

bnab’ broad i fpacious, from the Saxon 

VOL I GothlCk W Gilfons Camden 


BRA 

Brad. n.f. A fort of nail to floor rooms with. They are about 
the fizc of a tenpenny nail, but have not their hca s n Y'^ . 
a (houldcr over their {hank, as other nails, but are mode p.ett) 
thick towards the upper end, that the very top mav be drivc " 
into, and buried in the board they nail down ; fo tU the tops 
of thefe brads will not catch the thrums of the mops, m hen tnc 
floor is wafhing. Moxon's Mechanical Exercijes. 

To BRAG. v.n. [braggeren, Dutch.] . 

To boaft; to difplay oftentatioufly ; to tel! boaftfnl (tones. 

Thou coward f art thou bragging to the ftars . 

Telling the bufhes that thou look’d tolr wats. 

And ink not come ? Sbakefp. Midfum. Nights Dream 
Mark me, with what violence flie firft loved the Moor, but 
for bragging, and telling her fiincaftical lies. S..a .ejp. tie.o. 

In bragging out fome of their private tenets, as if they were 
the received eftablifhed doftrinc of the church of England. 

Sander j in's Pax Ecclcfus. 

The rebels were grown fo ftrong there, that they intended 
then, as they already bragged, to come over, and make this the 
feat of war. , r Clarendon. 

Mrs. Bull’s condition was looked upon as defperate by all the 
men of art ; but there were thofe that bragged they had an in- 
fallible ointment. Arbuthnot s Hijf. cj j. bud. 

2. It has a/before the thing boafted. 

Knowledge being the only thing whereof we poor old men 
Can brag, we Cannot make it known but by utterance. Sidney. 

Verona brags of\ 11m, 

To be a virtuous and well govern’d youth. Sbakefp. 

Ev’ry bufy little fcribblcr now. 

Swells with the praifes which he gives himfelf. 

And taking fandtuary in the croud, 

Brags of his impudence, and {corns to mend. Rofcommon. 

3. On is ufed, but improperly. 

Yet lo ! in me what authors have to brag on. 

Reduc’d at laft to hifs in my own dragon. Pope's Durtciad. 

Brag. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1 . A boaft ; a proud expreflion. 

A kind of conqueft 

Crefar made here ; but made not here his brag 
Of came, and faw, and overcame. Sbakefp. Cymbcline. 

It was fuch a new thing for the Spaniards to receive fo little 
hurt, upon dealing with the Englifh, as Avellaneda made great 
brags of it, for no greater matter than the waiting upon the 
Englifli afar off. Bacon's War with Spain. 

2 . The thing boafted. 

Beauty is nature’s brag, and muft be (hewn 
In courts, at fcafts, and high folcmnitics. 

Where moft may wonder. Milton. 

Braggadocio, n.f. [from brag.] A puffing, fwelling, boaft- 
ing fellow. 

The world abounds in terrible fanfarons, in the mafque of 
men of honour ; but thefe braggadocios arc cafy to be detected. 

Id EJlrange. 

By the plot, you may guefs much of the characters of the per- 
fons ; a braggadocio captain, a parafite, and a lady of pleafure. 

Dryden. 

Bra'ggart. adj. [from brag.] Boaftful ; vainly oftentatious. 

Shall I, none’s fiave, bf high-born or rais’d men 
Fear frowns ; and my miftrels, truth, betray thee 
To th’ huffing, braggart , puft nobility ? Donne: 

Bra'ggart. n.J. [from brag.] Aboafter. 

Who knows himfelf a braggart. 

Let him fear this ; for it will come to pafs, 

That every braggart (hall be found an afs. 

Sbakejp. All's well that ends well. 

Bra'gger. n f [from brag.] A boafter; an oftentatious 
fellow. 

Such as have had opportunity to found thefe braggers tho- 
roughly, by having ionictimes endured the penance of their lot- 
ti(h company, have found them; in converfe, empty and in- 
lipid. South. 

Bra gless. adj. [from l rag.] Without a boaft ; without ofttn- 
tation. 

The bruit is, HcCtor’s flain, and by Achilles. 

If it is fo, braglcfs let it be. 


Herbert. 


Blackmori 


Great HeClor was as good a man as lie. Shake. Tr. and Crejf. 
Bra cl y. adv. [from brag.] Finely; fo as it may be bragged , 
Seeft not thilk hawthorn ftud. 

How bragly it begins to bud, 

And utter his tender head ? 

1" lora new calleth fi rth each flower; 

Ami bids make ready Maia’s bower. 

To BRAID, v. a. [bpatban, Saxon.] To weavi 
Clofe the ferpent fly. 

Insinuating, wove with gordian twine 
His braided train, and of his fatal guile 
Gave proof unheeded. Milton’s Par. Lojl, b. iv / 347 
Of.er wands, lying loofely, may each of them beeTd /dif- 
lociatcd from the reft; but when braided into 
cohere ftrongly. 

A ribband did the braided treffes bind, 

The reft was loofe, and wanton’d in the wind. Drvden 
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